sign outside was harder than herding cats. So at least in the Kontore like Bergen, we need some Interaction cards!' Jim: 'Everybody's assuming the money comes out of the bank by magic. I mean, "Go directly to Danzig, collect 400 marks for cloth", is just ridiculous! You gotta ask how you get the money to buy the cloth in the first place. Not by rolling dice! So we need some Finance cards, maybe ones that can only be cashed in Bruges.' Stuart: 'Hey, you're all assuming everybody's honest, but I've played enough Monopoly to know it ain't so. All the Game's got are Jeopardy cards telling you you've been rooked, but maybe we need some "Get Out of Jeopardy" cards to force people to cut square corners. Also, I'm not real happy about all these lines on the board telling you where to go. They all just send you from East to West and back again. But there are lots more places on the board than that, and the instructions don't tell us anything about how to connect up the dots.'
Mike: 'How are we supposed to know who's winning? I mean, how do we know that you always get 200 marks for a load of stockfish from Bergen? And how do we know that you make money on the whole? After all, as Jim said, you've got to buy the stuff before you can sell it, and there's no guarantee you won't get skinned!' If it were only so easy! Board games are board games, but all authors in this volume contribute-in the measured and dulcet tones of the learned-to the academic game called 'Hanse studies', putting forward new points of view, contesting the opinions of previous scholars. And they are not shy about it. Debate lies at the very foundation of this volume. When some of the articles were presented for the first time at the World Economic History Congress in Utrecht (August 2009), there was a spirited discussion both among the speakers themselves and with those in the audience. The latter were economic historians studying commercial relations in premodern Europe, and as specialists in their own fields, they questioned the Hanse from all corners. Thus, the Hanse was set in a broader European discussion context, where it rightfully belongs.
